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Stop future growth until we 
figure out what's sustainable
Roy Ostling, Oceanside Star
Published: Monday, June 23, 2008

A couple of weeks ago Parksville's elected 
officials reached a disturbing conclusion. 
Accommodating ever­increasing development 
is putting the community's infrastructure and 
financial and environmental resources at risk.

As Mayor Sandy Herle observed, the city is 
close to having more development than it wants 
or can afford, concluding "our carrying capacity 
has reached its max."

What's surprising is that it has taken past and 
present Parksville councilors so long to openly 
debate the consequences of unlimited growth.

The assumption that increased development 
benefits existing residents by increasing the tax 
base has been discredited since at least the 
mid­1980s. Research by the American 
Farmland Trust has shown that on average 
every dollar in tax revenue generated by 
residential development incurs $1.15 in costs 
for public services. Compare that with farm or 
forest land that requires only 36 cents servicing 

costs for every dollar paid in property taxes.

Despite development cost charges (DCCs), Parksville taxpayers could be on 
the hook for more than $13 million in new debt by 2016, much of that to 
provide roads, water and sewer infrastructure for new subdivisions. And 
DCCs can't be used to pay for a host of other services affected by growth, 
such as landfill costs, police, fire and recreation.

If Parksville council is worried about the financial implications of out­of­control 
growth, the long­term environmental and quality­of­life impacts could be even 
more concerning. Maintaining our current standard of living requires 6.1 
global hectares per person, or the equivalent of 91 average city lots. On a 
regional scale our ecological footprint is nearly one­third the size of 
Vancouver Island. The more we grow, the less sustainable we become.

So what can be done to restore the balance between the financial, 
environmental and resource capacities of our communities?

A first step would be considering a moratorium on future growth until the 
carrying capacity of the community is determined and sustainable planning 
policies are implemented.

Much can be learned from other jurisdictions. Communities such as Noosa 
Shire in Australia have set a population cap based on the carrying capacity of 
their region. In Canada, the Halifax Regional Municipality successfully 
implemented a moratorium on development to enable it to develop and 
implement a plan for regional sustainability. Across the U.S., citizen initiatives 
have resulted in growth moratoriums and in California these measures have 
resulted in about 13% of its cities putting housing caps in place.

The challenge of setting limits to growth and learning to live within them isn't 
an easy one. But one would think experiencing the consequences of a 
growing tax burden, continued resource depletion, and environmental 
degradation would spur citizen action. Unfortunately, with few exceptions, this 
is far from the case.

In the last municipal election, fewer than 29% of eligible Parksville voters cast a ballot. And citizen 
participation in the recent Regional Growth Strategy has been sadly lacking. Just over half a per cent of the 
region's households have responded to the "Shaping Our Future" survey and less than 100 residents 
participated in recent workshops.

What's encouraging is that Parksville council and other local elected officials are now recognizing the 
"grow to thrive" model of development isn't working and are seeking a sustainable solution. Now it's up to 
us to do our part by getting informed and showing our support.

Roy Ostling owns his own communications company, Ostling & Associates Communications. He can be 
contacted by email at rostling@qualicuminstitute.ca

 

 

Email to a friend

Printer friendly

Font:

© Oceanside Star 2008

 Ads by Google   
   

   

Inside the canada.com Network .

Gorilla population 
doubles

A new census tallied 
more than...

Getting old does not mean 
saying...

Sex doesn't have to get 
old Worth the wait or too little 

too...

TiVo in Canada

Newspapers:

 National Post Victoria Times Colonist The Province (Vancouver) Vancouver Sun Edmonton Journal Calgary Herald Regina Leader­Post
Saskatoon StarPhoenix Windsor Star Ottawa Citizen The Gazette (Montreal) DOSE Vancouver Island Newspapers VANNET Newspapers

VING Newspapers:

 Alberni Valley Pennyworth Alberni Valley Times Campbell River Courier Islander Comox Valley Echo Cowichan Valley Citizen Harbour City Star
Nanaimo Daily News Oceanside Star Tofino­Ucluelet Westerly

Television:  
Global E! TVTropolis CoolTV DejaView Fox Sports World Canada LONESTAR Men TV MysteryTV X­TREME Sports

Marketplace:  
working.com driving.ca connecting celebrating remembering househunting shop

CanWest Countries:  
Australia New Zealand Ireland United States, The New Republic

 
About canada.com Site Map FAQs Privacy Terms Contact Us Copyright & Permission Rules
© 2008 Canwest Interactive, a division of Canwest Publishing Inc. . All rights reserved. Unauthorized distribution, transmission or 
republication strictly prohibited.

Jump to : Newspapers, TV, Radio

classifieds jobs cars obituaries celebrating shopping homes dating

http://ad.ca.doubleclick.net/N3081/jump/oss.com/oceansidestar/news/opinion/story;loc=theTop;sz=468x60;ptile=1;dcopt=ist;kw=ron;kw=oceansidestar;kw=news;kw=opinion;ord=31625484?
http://www.canada.com/
http://classifieds.canada.com/nanaimo/index.aspx
http://working.com/
http://driving.canada.com/
http://classifieds.canada.com/remembering/index.html
http://www.celebrating.com/
http://www.canada.com/shop/
http://househunting.ca/
http://personals.canada.com/
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/
http://www.canada.com/findit/weather/
http://www.canada.com/findit/weather/forecast.aspx?city=nanaimo&rg=bc
http://www.canada.com/findit/weather/forecast.aspx?city=nanaimo&rg=bc
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/
http://www.canada.com/
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/news/index.html
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/news/opinion/index.html
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/news/letters/index.html
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/section.html?section=Adventure
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/arts/section.html?section=Arts
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/news/community/index.html
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/section.html?section=BC+News
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/healthandfitness/section.html?section=Health+&+Fitness
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/section.html?section=Regional+News
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/section.html?section=Lifestyles
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/contactus.html
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/news/archives/index.html
http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/features/livegreen/index.html
http://classifieds.canada.com/nanaimo/index.aspx
http://driving.canada.com/?branding=vancouver
http://working.canada.com/
http://homes.canada.com/national/index.html
http://personals.canada.com/
http://classifieds.canada.com/shopping/
http://www.nanaimodailynews.ca/
http://www.canada.com/vancouverisland/nanaimo/2008ratecard.pdf
http://www.city.parksville.bc.ca/
http://www.chamber.parksville.bc.ca/
http://www.qualicumbeach.com/
http://www.qualicum.bc.ca/
http://www.rdn.bc.ca/
http://www.visitparksvillequalicumbeach.com/
http://www.sd69.bc.ca/
http://www.viha.ca/
http://www.oceansideseniors.ca/
http://www.oceansidevolunteer.org/
http://www.oceansidecoalition.org/
http://www.spca.bc.ca/parksville
http://www.bcferries.bc.ca/schedules/mainland/
http://ad.ca.doubleclick.net/N3081/jump/oss.com/oceansidestar/news/opinion/story;loc=bigbox;sz=250x250;ptile=3;kw=ron;kw=oceansidestar;kw=news;kw=opinion;ord=31625484?
http://ad.ca.doubleclick.net/N3081/jump/oss.com/oceansidestar/news/opinion/story;loc=skyscraper;sz=120x240;tile=2;kw=ron;kw=oceansidestar;kw=news;kw=opinion;ord=31625484?
javascript:void window.open('/components/email.aspx?id=ef539b30-f132-48a0-af05-28e048432eff&referrer=http://www.canada.com/oceansidestar/news/opinion/story.html?id=ef539b30-f132-48a0-af05-28e048432eff&sponsor=', '', 'width=450,height=410,location=no,toolbar=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no')
javascript:void window.open('/components/print.aspx?id=ef539b30-f132-48a0-af05-28e048432eff&sponsor=', '', 'width=700,height=400,location=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes')
javascript:setClassName('article','para10'); setClassName('fontsizecontainer','size00');
javascript:setClassName('article','para12'); setClassName('fontsizecontainer','size01');
javascript:setClassName('article','para14'); setClassName('fontsizecontainer','size02');
javascript:setClassName('article','para16'); setClassName('fontsizecontainer','size03');
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php
http://www.canada.com/topics/video/index.html?i=http://video.canada.com/mms/rt/1/site/canwest-canada-com-pub01-live/current/environment&referralObject=2968003
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://www.canada.com/topics/technology/story.html?id=0012cd13-0e12-466a-9a4b-4690458d1f9e
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://www.canada.com/topics/technology/story.html?id=0012cd13-0e12-466a-9a4b-4690458d1f9e
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://canada.com.dose.ca/topics/entertainment/story.html?id=b6545d7d-5777-4aab-aae9-e83a7435c7fb
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://canada.com.dose.ca/topics/entertainment/story.html?id=b6545d7d-5777-4aab-aae9-e83a7435c7fb
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://www.canada.com/topics/sports/beijing2008/story.html?id=61767270-aef0-42df-9e4d-aec1fa05ffc1
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://www.canada.com/topics/sports/beijing2008/story.html?id=61767270-aef0-42df-9e4d-aec1fa05ffc1
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://www.canada.com/topics/sports/beijing2008/story.html?id=78d67217-3b11-42f8-8c10-83197e389910
http://www.canada.com/scripts/go.aspx?g=video&n=globalvideocontent_fromccfooter&u=http://www.canada.com/topics/sports/beijing2008/story.html?id=78d67217-3b11-42f8-8c10-83197e389910



